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But his knowledge, however uncommon, holds, in his
character, but the second place; his virtue was yet much
more uncommon than his learning. He was an admirable
example of temperance, fortitude,4 humility, and devotion.
His piety, and a religious sense of his dependance on God,
was the basis of all his virtues, and the principle of his
whole conduct. He was too sensible of his weakness to
ascribe any thing to himself, or to conceive that he could
subdue passion, or withstand temptation, by his own >na-
tural pqwer; he attributed every good thought, and every
laudable action, to the father of goodness. Being once
asked by a friend, who had often admired his patience
under great provocations, whether he knew what it was to
be angry, and by what means he had so entirely suppressed
that impetuous and ungovernable passion, he answered,
with the utmost frankness and sincerity, that he was natu-r
rally quick of resentment, but that he had, by daily prayer
and meditation, at length attained to this mastery over
himself.

As soon as he arose in the morning, it was, throughout
his whole life, his daily practice to retire for an hour to
private prayer and meditation; this, he often told his
friends, gave him spirit and vigour in the business of the
day, and this he, therefore, commended, as the best rule of
life; for nothing, he knew, could support the soul, in all
distresses, but.a confidence in the supreme being; nor can
a 'steady and rational magnanimity flow from any other
source than a consciousness of the divine favour.

He asserted^ on all occasions, the divine authority and
sacred efficacy of the holy scriptures; and maintained that
they alone taught the way of salvation, and that they only
could give peace of mind. The excellency of the Christian
religion was the frequent subject of his conversation. A
strict obedience to the doctrine, and a diligent imitation of
the example of our blessed saviour, he often declared to
be the,foundation of true tranquillity. He recommended
to his friends a careful observation of the precept of Moses,
concerning the love of God and man. He worshipped